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19 August 2020

Members of the Verkhovna
Rada Committee on 
Environmental Policy and Nature
Management 


Dear People’s Deputies, Members of the Verkhovna Rada Committee on Environmental Policy and Nature Management,

Safari Club International (SCI) strongly opposes draft bill No. 3563 of 29.05.2020 “On Amendment to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning the Protection of Children from Observation of Hunting”.  SCI is a non-profit corporation that has approximately 45,000 members worldwide including members of its Ukrainian Chapter.  SCI’s missions include the conservation of wildlife, protection of the hunter, and education of the public concerning hunting and its use as a conservation and management tool.  

The justifications provided in the draft bill’s explanatory note are illogical and based on fallacies.  Children who participate in and observe hunting do not practice careless handling of firearms and other weapons.  Rather, children who observe hunting learn how to properly and safely handle a firearm or other hunting implements.  Safety is critical while hunting.  By learning from experienced hunters, children observe and learn firearms safety while afield.  Thus, children who observe hunting will be better equipped to avoid firearms accidents throughout their lives.  The alternative, which would result if the bill is adopted, is that new, adult hunters will have little to no firearms experience and will potentially result in increased accidents. 

Although accidents can occur while hunting, preventing children from observing and participating in hunting is an unreasonable overreaction.  If that logic were applied to other activities, children would not be allowed to ride in automobiles or airplanes for fear of crashing; play sports where injuries can occur; swim where drowning can occur; or participate in many other activities that have naturally associated risks.  Risk of injury, or even death, is part of many everyday activities in which children participate.  This justification for the bill lacks all merit.     

Second, hunting does not cause cruelty to animals.  Rather, as many hunters can attest, hunters are true conservationists who have the utmost respect and appreciation for wildlife and wild places.  For many, hunting is a way of life and source of organic food.  Just as buying pre-packaged meat from the supermarket and eating it is not cruelty to animals, neither is hunting.  Likewise, for many, hunting is not morally objectionable.  Hunting and consuming game that has lived free in the wild is more natural humans’ basic instincts than eating meat from farm-raised and penned animals, and it is more humane to the animals themselves.  Especially in today’s circumstances with the global pandemic and economic downturn, hunting can be a critical source of food for many.    

Additionally, nature conservation is fundamental to children’s education, and it is a fundamental right of every parent to teach their children about the natural world.  Hunting, which obviously includes being outdoors in nature, teaches children about wildlife and habitat conservation.  Encouraging children to be outside and in nature is particularly important in this age of technology with many children choosing to participate in highly sedentary activities.  Any argument that hunting is cruel or immoral has no basis in reality.          

The bill is a thinly veiled attack on hunters, not just an effort to allegedly protect children.  Unfortunately, many do not understand the importance of hunting and the benefits derived from it.  Prohibiting children from observing hunting or prohibiting adults from hunting in the presence of children would cause great harm to conservation programs in Ukraine and around the world.  Many conservation programs rely on hunters for economic funding of projects, studies, and associated efforts.  Hunters also participate in necessary population control of many wildlife species around the world.  If the bill is adopted, parents would not be able to teach their children about hunting, many adults would stop hunting and instead choose other activities to participate in with their children, and many children would not grow up to be hunters, thus decreasing the benefits from hunting that conservation programs would otherwise receive.  

For the reasons stated above, SCI encourages all Members of the Verkhovna Rada to oppose the bill.  For further details about SCI’s position, please contact Ben Cassidy, cassidy@safariclub.org. 


Best Regards, 
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Scott Chapman, 
President, Safari Club International  
Safari Club International – Washington DC Headquarters
501 2nd Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002 • Phone 202 543 8733 • Fax 202 543 1205 • www.safariclub.org
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